
Flies hatching in the pit are 
attracted by light at the top of the 
vent and fly upward, assisted by 
air movement, but cannot get out 
through the netting.

Flies from outside are attracted to 
the pipe by the smell, but cannot 
get in through the netting.

Smells from the pit are carried up 
the pipe and escape from the top.

Wind blowing across  
the top of the vent pipe  
causes air in the vent  
pipe to move upwards.

When there is no wind,  
air in the vent pipe  
moves upwards if it is  
heated by the sun.

Ventilated improved pit (VIP) latrines are recommended for unsewered communities in Africa and elsewhere - wherever 
solid waste material is used for anal cleansing.

VIP latrines take various forms:

Ventilation is provided in VIP’s by a vent pipe with flyproof netting at the top.

The upward movement of air in the vent pipe reduces nuisance from smells and insects.
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31. Latrine vent pipes








